January 25, 2012
Pennsylvania Breastfeeding Coalition Meeting Minutes

Present: Judy Gutkowski, Kay Hoover, Jeanne Spencer, Ruth Wilf, Lisa McCloskey, Cindy Morris, HopeAllyson Dwiggins, Michelle Kasmer, Gail Ide, Beverly Curtis,  Barb Jinar, Pam Klotz, Natalie McCullen, Barbara Shocker, Pat Keister, Nellie, Karen Campbell, Gail


AGENDA:

Future meetings. March 1 and June 7th: telephone mid-quarter meetings.

April 18, 2012 Somerset Hospital. Jeanne will get details.

July 18, 2012 in Mechanicsburg

Judy will check with Pinnacle about October 24, 2012 meeting.

MINUTES

Nikki: Send HopeAllyson final copy to put up on website.

October 2011 minutes approved by technological acclaim.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Pat Keister: Savings account balance: $4,718.68 at end of December.

Checking account balance: $ 4,064.60 at end of December.

MEMBERSHIP

Meeting planned to go over details on this Saturday (January 28, 2012) with Judy, Pat and Pam.

What do people think about Paypal? It costs PABC $0.74 to receive payment via PayPal.
DOOR HANGER ORDER

1,056.50 for door hangers. There is enough left in Business Case fund to pay.
Kay motioned, seconded. Approved. 

Yellow versus white? Vote passed to choose yellow.  

Judy will order these.

WEBSITE COMMITTEE

HopeAllyson: still a problem with web access. Anyone with trouble accessing website should send her a copy of the link to where they are sent when attempting to access PABreastfeeding.org.   Also let her know if you type in www.pabreastfeeding.org OR PABreastfeeding.org

Web access works for some, not for others. May depend on one’s own cache clearing.

Added statements gives Coalition permission to use photographs of people taken during Coalition sponsored events. 

Needs editing and correcting for website…she’s not received any corrections.

Anyone willing to do a google map for us? 

US BREASTFEEDING COMMITTEE UPDATES

Is there any way we can apply for grant for doing an on-line café and another grant for someone to coordinate efforts to be on Facebook and Twitter and run groups and promote BizCase?  Or to find 10 business who employ primarily hourly workers and work with employer and employees to find out how BizCase is going?  One grant application verbally filled out by Judy as she read the application to us. Is there someone willing to be a project manager for either?   Employer one is 4 months long. Applications need to be in by Friday and next Monday.  Need someone to write application too.  


Beverly might be interested in BizCase one. She will contact Judy after looking at the grant description. Need someone for the Social Marketing one.

Kay: Everyone on coalition is already overextended. Her idea is that someone from outside the coalition does it. 

USBC conference is in August 4-6. Coalition gets 2 subsidized admissions. Judy plans to go. If you are interested in going, let Judy know. Kay will go. HopeAllyson also going, as is Ruth Wilf. Ruth suggests that someone who has never been should go, a younger member of the Coalition. 


NICHQ PROJECT

Support from CDC (National Initiative for Children’s Healthcare Quality) to enable hospitals move towards BabyFriendly status.  Hospital administrators need to sign letter of commitment. NICHQ will pay many of the expenses to become BFHI, and some other costs of participating in the project.

Please let Judy know if any Coalition member gets to be involved.

McGee and Lancaster General are interested in BFHI. So is Susquehanna Health. Birth Center in Bryn Mawr working actively on process. PA Hospital has officially applied; TJUH and Einstein are exploring BFHI. 

PROPOSED COALITION ACTIVITIES

As Kay said, we are all overextended. However, for our work to make a difference, a little bit more can be done. If each member picks just one thing to do, all of us together will have an impact. 

Code Monitoring:
        Your eyes and ears recognizing and reporting Code Violations (i.e. unethical marketing of formula, bottles, teats, and follow-up milks) will be used in the US report on Code Progress.
	The goal is to reduce commercial pressures on breastfeeding mothers that reduce breastfeeding exclusivity and/or duration.

	Free samples, gifts to health workers, advertising that makes product look as good as what mothers make, and misleading information are all examples of Code violations.

Report violations to NABA (National Alliance for Breastfeeding Advocacy)
               NABA
	     254 Conant Road
	     Weston, MA 02493

Or email Marsha Walker, RN, IBCLC at marshalact@aol.com


2) Participating in World Breastfeeding Trends Initiative survey.

The International Baby Food Action Network  (IBFAN) developed this survey. The Web-Based toolkit will enable tracking, assessing, and monitoring of infant and young child feeding practices, policies and programs.

The survey looks at 15 items: 
1. National Policy, Program and Coordination
2. Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative (At present there is 1 facility that is BabyFriendly: the Reading Birth Center. 
PAH Hospital is officially enrolled in the program; Einstein and Jefferson are getting on track. Bryn Mawr Birth Center is also actively working on this. (See, we’ve got one of the indicators done already!)
3. Implementation of the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes
4. Maternity protection
How many hospitals and businesses have Business Case for Breastfeeding practices in operation? 
5. Health and Nutrition Care System
6. Mother Support and Community Outreach.
7. Information support.
8. Infant feeding and HIV (not relevant in the US, as mothers who are HIV+ are discouraged from breastfeeding).
9. Infant feeding during emergencies
10. Mechanism of Monitoring and Evaluation Systems.
11. % of babies breastfed within 1 hour of birth
12. % of babies 0<6 months of age exclusively breastfed in the last 24 hours.
13. The median duration of breastfeeding.
14. % of babies less than 6 months old receiving other foods or drink. (This is the flip side of # 12. The person that selects this indicator can actually do 2!)
15. % of breastfed babies receiving complementary foods at 6-9 months of age

One of these indicators will resonate with you. Many can be used in more than one survey. 

Our Coalition could put together a picture of breastfeeding in Pennsylvania. When all states do this, then the US Breastfeeding Committee will have a picture of breastfeeding in the whole country. We can track our progress.

Email me, Nikki.Lee@phila.gov if you would like more information.  

			20-HOUR BREASTFEEDING COURSE

Kay would be willing to train people to teach a 20-Hour course, using the BFUSA outline. Contact Kay or Judy if you are interested in this.  Healthy Children offers a Train the Trainer course. Perhaps Coalition would be willing to pay to send one person.	Comment by Judith Gutowski: I am not sure she wants to teach it, lets confirm with her? SHe wants some of us to take the training and teach this around the state. 

Action: Acknowledge on our website all the hospitals who have Banned the Bags. Motion made and seconded, and approved. Send official letter of approval to the Director of Nursing or the CEO. Also a letter to local newspaper. Get hospital permission before posting this information.

Currently on BantheBags.org website: Pennsylvania Hospital, Good Samaritan Hospital in Lebanon, and Reading Birth and Women’s Center.

Nikki received contact information from Debi Ferrarello at Pennsylvania Hospital and forwarded it to Lisa and Judy on 1/28/ 12. Nikki has also requested contact information from Jefferson Hospital and Doylestown Hospital. What link could be on our website? Leslie Cree will be asked to do this at Good Samaritan.  Who can we find for Reading Birth Center? 

Need a sample letter: Lisa will draft such a letter.

Another idea: Add PA Breastfeeding Celebration page on website to celebrate BabyFriendly and BantheBags.

Should we try to create our own hospital policy from the Coalition?  Is it a duplication? Mixed feelings from a member whose hospital is revising their policy: hospital may not buy physician based policy (as is ABM)…..but her  hospital might be interested in a template. Might be more powerful if template from Coalition was available? Maybe share different hospital policies on our website? Judy, Jeanne, and Lisa will work on this and bring up their ideas at our next meeting.

LICENSURE

Judy:  letters of support being received. Steven Snyder DO still negotiating with Osteopathic Medical Association. If this not received, licensure board would have to be housed under another board for cost effectiveness. Have some co-sponsors for a bill for licensure. Trying to get letter of approval from AAP. Other states getting on board the licensure train.

REIMBURSEMENT

Judy: working with Medicaid; others are working on private insurance.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

1) EPIC-Pediatric Obesity Evaluation, Treatment and Prevention in Community Settings
Funded by the PA Department of Health and other partners, which include the PA Academy of Family Physicians and the PA Dietetic Association.
Based upon the Educating Physicians In Their Communities (EPIC) model, the as a team to address obesity prevention and treatment in their practices and to be involved in obesity prevention efforts in their communities. EPIC Pediatric Obesity provides trained teams of a physician and a registered dietitian to meet with the physicians and the entire practice staff at pediatric and family medicine offices, and a variety of professional conferences, to provide free CME/CEU updates on current obesity prevention research and the American Academy of Pediatrics Expert Committee Recommendations on overweight and obesity.
This is a worthwhile training and it does include breastfeeding as obesity prevention.
www.pa-aap.org
2. EPIC – BEST may be re-ignited in July. “Breastfeeding Education and Support Trainings” for physicians. This is good for PA. : look for more to come.
3. In contact with Program Manager for - Community Transformation Grants. Tonya Moody, hope to collaborate.  The CTGs will support the implementation, evaluation, and dissemination of evidence-based community preventive health activities to reduce chronic disease rates, prevent the development of secondary conditions, address health disparities, and develop a stronger evidence base for effective prevention programming.
4. LLL of Western PA Area Conference – April 28th Pittsburgh Airport Holiday Inn
Ø      Michelle Kasmer - Survey for mothers to evaluate hospital services, based on BFHI survey, edited to add information for IBCLCs.  Would like to move along with this project. Anyone interested in participating in the committee should let me know.
http://www.babyfriendlyusa.org/eng/docs/MomSurvey.pdf
MAYBE link to this on website so the public can use it?
OTHER BUSINESS FROM MEMBERS
NONE

Respectfully submitted,

Nikki Lee (and Judy Gutowski for the last section)
Secretary, PABC
 








					


